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PURPOSE

The purpose of the Windsor Middle School Wizard Instrumental Music Program is to offer opportunities for our members to develop lifetime music skills, critical thinking skills, creative thinking skills and group cooperative skills through musical performance.  Our music classes are the only elective classes offered at the Middle School. 

RESPONSIBILITY and ATTITUDE

Students are expected to give their best at all times. This includes having your instrument, a pencil, your notebook, your music, and your positive attitude at each and every rehearsal. No gum, please!  This also includes being on time and being actively involved in all rehearsals. It is extremely important that you realize that these expectations also apply to the occasional after school rehearsals which are so important to our success.

Only the Director of your ensemble can excuse you from any special rehearsals or performances, and any such situations must be taken care of well in advance of the anticipated conflict. This is extremely important, as every member of a group, such as the band, depends on their fellow members in order to successfully perform.

The ability to work effectively with others in a group setting in your ensemble is extremely important. To accomplish this, we have the following expectations.  

· You should never talk or play out of turn.  

· Raise your hand if you have something to say and wait to be called on.  

· Be respectful of others who are speaking or playing.  

· Respect all property, whether it is yours, someone else's or the schools.

We have some musicians in our instrumental music program that chose to pursue a broader music education by being involved in both choir and band or orchestra.  It is extremely important that these students realize that they are held to the same high standards as all of our other musicians in each class.  While the directors of the two groups coordinate instruction and try to lighten the load of worksheets for our shared musicians, each shared musician is expected to work diligently on their music so as to maintain the highest performance standards in both ensembles.

Also, be certain that you are aware of WMS rules concerning your grades and your participation in trips away from the school.  

REPRESENTING YOUR ENSEMBLE

You represent WMS any time you are at a school activity performing with the ensemble.  You are no longer just an individual; you are also a part of a team and must consider the responsibility of representing your band or orchestra and your school with DIGNITY and PRIDE!  If you ever have any questions about what is and what is not appropriate, ask before it is too late.

INSTRUMENTS

School owned instruments may be checked out by ensemble members who do not own their own instrument. Rent is $5 per month and checks are to be made out to Windsor Middle School and payment is made through the front office.  These instruments are primarily the most expensive instruments which are often impractical for an individual to purchase. The ensemble member is responsible for any damage beyond normal wear and tear, including loss of the instrument.

INSTRUMENT STORAGE

Because our space in the music facility is limited and serves such a high percentage of the student body, it is extremely important that we respect each other's instruments.  Therefore, each student and each grade level will have an assigned spot in which to store their instruments.  All instruments are to be stored in that assigned spot prior to 8:00 each school day.  No instruments may be stored in other classrooms.  

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are a wonderful way to add to the instruction a young musician is receiving at Windsor Middle School.  An advanced student can find additional challenge and a student who has fallen behind can find additional help in catching up.  We highly recommend private lessons for all of our young musicians.  For information on some of the individuals and stores in our area who offer private lessons, please request information from your director. 

HOME PRACTICE

Establishing a regular habit of practice at home is extremely important in each musician’s success as well as the success of the entire ensemble.  The students who practice regularly are almost always the musicians who are the most successful.  Those with Smart Music accounts will complete assignments through Smart Music that will prove that they are practicing.  However, more practice than that spent working with the Smart Music assignments will be required to keep up musically with the class.  All 6th Graders and those without Smart Music will be required to complete and turn in a weekly practice card proving that they have spent 100 total minutes practicing that week.  Even for those with Smart Music, 100 minutes of practice a week is an ideal amount of time to spend playing each week.
GRADING

Daily (50% of your grade) -Each student will begin each rehearsal with a total of 5 daily points. If you have an unexcused tardy, are missing your instrument, notebook, music, or pencil, or if there is a problem in relation to your discipline/attitude, points will be deducted from that daily grade per infraction. 

Testing and Assignments (35% of your grade) -Typically, three to five individual performance grades will be taken each quarter. These grades will be taken during class time through section tests. Grades will be over music we are performing, scales we are working on or other classroom material. The day that you will be graded will not always be announced in advance, so please practice hard at home to maintain a high level of preparation! You will have occasional written work in your band or orchestra class as a means of studying music as an academic pursuit in addition to our performance based studies as well as to reinforce the good writing habits that are so important to all students. You will also have weekly practice cards which will also count toward this portion of your grade. 

Concert (15% of your grade) -Unexcused absences from a performance will result in a score of zero for the concert portion of your grade.  As was pointed out earlier, attendance and active involvement in all of our performances is extremely important. Concerts are your chance to relax and enjoy the pleasure of the music that you’ve worked so hard to prepare.  Enjoy them!

CONCERT DRESS

Performance dress for our performances is extremely important.  We want to present our ensembles not only sounding their best, but looking their best.  Therefore, each student is expected to wear the WMS Performance Shirt, black pants, skirt (which must fall below the knee when seated) and dark shoes.  Students who do not come to the concert in proper attire will lose half of their performance grade for the concert.  If you are unable to get proper performance dress, you must turn in written permission from a parent or guardian in advance of the day of the concert.  This permission is not to wear inappropriate attire, but to wear the best clothes you have that most closely adhere to the guidelines.  Please plan ahead so this problem doesn’t affect you and your ensemble.

WAYS TO EARN EXTRA CREDIT

Extra credit can only be earned after all other work has been completed. It is not intended to make up for assignments that were not turned in or tests that were not completed. However, if you have completed all assignments and would like to give your grade a boost there are several opportunities to do so. 

Private Lessons

Every lesson you take on your primary instrument will give you 5 points extra credit.

Every 2 private lessons you take on a secondary instrument will give you 5 points extra credit.

Concert Attendance

(Bring in a program, ticket stub, or note from your parents):

5 points (1 pass-off) for an elementary or middle school level music performance at another school

10 points (2 pass-offs) for a middle school honor performance or a high school honor performance

15 points (3 pass-offs) for a professional or adult group performance

Work for the Music Department

From time to time, we need students to help set-up for concerts, clean up after concerts, pass out programs, help with filing music, and many other activities. If you need extra credit, talk to Mr. Swanson. If there is work to be done, he will let you know. 

LOCKERS


Special instrument lockers are available at Windsor Middle School for students’ convenience.  The lockers are located in the music hallway. Mr. Swanson will assign the lockers at the beginning of the school year for student use.  The opportunity to make use of the school instrument lockers is a privilege, not a right, and requires adherence to the locker-use guidelines.

Locker-use Guidelines:

1)
You must use school-owned locks.  Any lock found on a locker that is not school-owned will be cut off and replaced with a school-owned lock.

2)
You must keep your locker clean.  Papers that are no longer needed, left over lunches (that three-week-old banana, etc.) must be removed promptly.  

3)
All instruments are to be kept in their cases when not in use!!!  Instruments and instrument repair are very expensive—protect your parents’ investment!

4)
Lock combinations are given to you in strict confidence.  Only you and the director should have access to your lock combination.  Do not share your combination with anyone.

5)
Sharing of lockers is permitted, but the directors must be informed.  Those using it share all responsibility for the contents of such lockers—pair up with people you trust!

6)
Lockers are to remain locked at all times when they are not in use—including during class.

7)
Percussionists are strongly advised not to keep their sticks in their lockers without a stick bag.  They can be stolen from the locker much too easily by a wandering hand and the sticks are extremely tempting to wandering hands!

What Will Happen If I Don’t Follow The Guidelines?

Any failure to follow the locker-use guidelines may result in a temporary or permanent loss of locker privileges.

Windsor Middle School’s Responsibility

The instrument lockers, if properly used, will keep your equipment safe and secure while here at the school.  It is, however, your responsibility to ensure that you are keeping your belongings safe.  In the event of a problem, the school will do everything in its power to help you resolve it.  The school is not, however, responsible for lost or damaged instruments—be conscientious so you never have to worry about it!

Procedure for making changes in relation to enrollment in a choir, orchestra or band class:

The Windsor Middle School Instrumental program is incredibly fortunate to be one of the finest middle school music programs in Northern Colorado.  Your student’s continued participation in our programs has been vital to our success, and we would like to thank each and every one of our students and their parents for their invaluable contributions.

To add a music performance class (choir, band or orchestra) to a student’s schedule, the student and his/her parents must first express their interest in such a change through a note or a phone call to the appropriate music teacher.  The teacher is then able to advise the parents and child about instrument choices, and prescribe a manner to catch up the student’s skill level if it appears that they will be coming into the class behind their peers, etc.  The teacher will then make contact with the appropriate school officials to arrange for the schedule change. 

Involvement in a performance based music class (choir, orchestra, and band) involves a yearlong commitment to the group.  This level of commitment, responsibility, and follow through is one of the many important skills that are taught through the music curriculum. Each spring the student body and parents will be made aware of the window for enrollment in a music performance class. Any changes requested outside of that window will be considered on an individual basis and must be in line with the guidelines below.

Changes will be accepted up to the first Friday of the first quarter, and seven days before the end of the second and third quarters.

The procedure and timeline for dropping out of a performance based music class (choir, orchestra or band) is the same as that outlined above for adding a class.  

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, feel free to contact me any time.

Cory Swanson:  (970) 686 – 8210 ext. 3043 

cory.swanson@weldre4.org
Please sign and Return this page to Mr. Swanson.
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Handbook Contract

I have read and understand the Windsor Middle School instrumental music handbook. I will do my best to uphold the standards expected of me by Mr. Swanson.

Student Signature_________________________________________date________________________

Parent Signature__________________________________________date________________________

